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30 October 2018

Distinguished Ambassador Christopher Yvon and other members of the Committee of the Parties
of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings,
With this letter we, the representatives of the EUROPEAN NETWORK OF MIGRANT WOMEN
(ENoMW) would like to the express our support to GRETA being an effective monitoring body and
a promoter of human rights based approach to human trafficking.
The ENoMW is the only Europe-wide women’s rights umbrella organisation that directly represents
the opinion of migrant & refugee women & girls - the group disproportionately affected by
trafficking - at the European and International level. Our diverse membership includes the women
of Arab, African, Asian, Latin American and Eastern European descent and extends to over 50
migrant women grass-root and advocacy groups in 20 European countries.
The network membership ranges from grass-root service providers to NGOs focused on advocacy
and research. ENoMW members cover a diverse range of subjects in the area of human rights of
migrant & refugee women, with combatting trafficking and violence against women and girls
(VAWG) , economic empowerment, anti-discrimination & access to justice being the most frequent
activities.
GRETA has proved to be an influential monitoring mechanism, having an important role in
promoting the protection of the rights of trafficking victims and the response of the criminal justice
system, increasing awareness on human trafficking and improving the overall action against
trafficking in human beings in States Parties. The NGOs who are represented by the
ENOMW have longstanding expertise on human trafficking, raising strongly from the grassroots
experience of providing specialised services for immigrant women who are one of the most
vulnerable groups to exploitation and abuse in Europe.
As for the upcoming elections of new members to GRETA on 9 November 2018, to be held at 23rd
meeting in Strasbourg, we, the representatives of ENoMW would like to express our support to
those candidates, with whom we have closely cooperated, and who have a strong human rights
based approach to human trafficking. All these supported candidates are committed professionals
with in-depth knowledge on human trafficking and experience in the field relating to the action
against human trafficking. We strongly believe that the particular expertise of these candidates
would be useful in promoting the implementation of the Convention and the protection of the rights
of trafficking victims in States Parties.

Candidates supported by the European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW):

Dr Velna Roth, nominated by Finland, is a human rights lawyer who has over 15 years of
experience in the field of anti-human trafficking, both on the national and international level. She
serves as an anti-human trafficking expert and a team leader for the Finnish National Rapporteur
on Trafficking in human Beings with a mandate to report to the Parliament on the implementation
of anti-trafficking laws and policies and to issue recommendations, statements and advice on the
protection of victims’ rights. Dr Roth has significantly contributed to the improvement of victim
identification and referral for assistance, as well as the response of the criminal justice system to
human trafficking in Finland. She has also served as an expert for the European Commission, the
European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) and the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). Dr
Roth holds a PhD in law with a specialisation in international law, human rights law and European
Union legislation.

Viktoria Sebhelyi, nominated by Hungary, is a human rights activist and sociologist, who has
been working as an advocate for victims of human trafficking for over a decade, with a strong track
record of child- and gender-sensitive approach to THB. At Central European University, she
researched the trafficking of Roma children and child sex trafficking in Hungary. She has also
gained significant experience in child protection institutions, contributing to the improvement of
their services, as well as at NGOs, including the Dutch NGO SPOT 46 assisting the reintegration of
women trafficked for the purposes of sexual exploitation, and Hungarian women’s rights
associations NANE, Sex Education and Hungarian Women’s Lobby.

Kevin Hyland, nominated by Ireland, was appointed an Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner
in 2015, which role was one of the main provisions of the UK’s Modern Slavery Act 2015. His
functions complemented the existing role of Victims' Commissioner to ensure that modern slavery
issues are tackled in a coordinated and effective manner across the UK. Prior to this, Hyland was a
detective specialising in various crimes throughout his policing career including homicide, anticorruption and then human trafficking and slavery. In 2010 Hyland was appointed as the lead for
the London Metropolitan Police’s Human Trafficking Unit. During Hyland’s tenure the London
Metropolitan Police saw an increase in victim identifications and successful prosecutions of
traffickers.

Sincerely,

European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW)
President

Salome Mbugua

These nominations are also supported by the following organisations :

